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press clip

Call for men to teach,
become role models

By Meg Rayner

THEY are the minority
in every stalf room but
arc highly in demand.

Male teachers make
up just one-fifth of the
teaching population in
Viclorian state schools.

In the Grampians re-
gion, there are 700 male
teachers and 1328 fe-
male teachers in state
schools.

For the Catholic dio-
cese of Ballarat, there
arc 934 female teachers
and just 397 males.

The State Govern-
ment is calling for more
male leachers in class-
rooms, with concerns
that many boys are
lacking  male role

models.

Ballarat teacher Andy
Lamond recently fin-
ished his degree and is
now known as “Mr
Lamond” to his Prep/
Grade 1 class at St
Columba’s Primary
School.

He said while study-
ing at Australian Cath-
olic University, it was
obvious leaching was a
profession  dominated
by females.

“We worked out there
was one guy to 11 girls
in our course,” the
22-year-old said.

“T think a lot of girls
tend to fall into teach-
ing, whereas teaching

isn’t something that
guys lend to fall into.
“If guys fall into a job
it’s usually more of a
trade.”
At St Columba’s PS.

there are three male
classroom teachers, and
a male principal, which
Mr Lamond said was
very unusual.

The Government cur-
rently has four targeted
teacher recruitment
programs, the Maths
and Science Scholar-
ship, Teaching Scholar-
ship Scheme, Teach For
Australia and the Career
Change Program.

So far, the initiatives

have been successful in
attracting male teachers

and 45.2 percent of

new teachers appointed
under these programs
in 2009 and 2010 were
male.

“Male teachers are
crucial role models for
school-aged  children
and | urge all men to
consider teaching as a
carcer-path,” Edu-
cation minister
Bronwyn Pike said.

“Both men and
women make wonder-
ful teachers — but I
recognise the import-
ance of children having
both male and female
role models at school.”

ENDANGERED SPECIES: Prep/Grade 1 teacher Andy Lamond is part of the male minority of teachers. The

State Government is calling for more men in the classroom. Picture: Andrew Kelly
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